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Group Art Unit: 1771 

Examiner: 
Jeremy R. Pierce 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


Sir: 


I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PAPER IS BEING 
SENT BY U.S. MAIL, FIRST CLASS, TO THE 
COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P.O. BOX 1450, 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450, THIS 


/2^DAY0F. 


PATENT ^TORNEY 


The patents or publications listed on the enclosed PTO Form-14 4 9 are 
submitted pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97. Copies of the patents or 
publications cited are enclosed. 

This application relies, under 35 U.S. C. § 120, on the earlier filing 
date of prior Application No. 09/610, 748 , filed on July 6, 2000 . References 
listed on the enclosed PTO Form 1449 were submitted to and/or cited by the 
Office in the prior application and copies are therefore not required to be 
provided herewith under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 

Submitted herewith is a copy (with English translation as 
appropriate) of an Official Search Report of the European Patent Office in 
counterpart foreign application No. PCT/US02/41813 filed December 30, 2002. 

TIME OF FILING 
The information disclosure statement is being filed: 
1. X with the application or within three months of the filing date of 

the application or date of entry into the national stage of an 
international application or before the mailing date of a first 
Office action on the merits, whichever event occurs last. In 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), no statement or fee is 
required. 


2. 


after the time period specified in paragraph 1 above, but before 


-2- 

the mailing date of a final action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.113 or 
notice of allowance under 37 C.F.R- § 1.311. Therefore, in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), submitted herewith is: 
(check either A or B below) 

A. a statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e). 

B. the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17 (p) for submission of an 

information disclosure statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c). 

3. after the mailing date of either a final action under 37 C.F.R. 

§ 1.113 or a notice of allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311, 
whichever occurs first, but before payment . of the issue fee. 
Therefore, Applicant petitions for consideration and submits 
herewith: 

A. a statement as specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e); 

B. the petition fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 

STATEMENT 

(only used if No. 2(A) or No. 3 above is checked) 
The person (s) signing below certify 

(check appropriate paragraph) 

that each item of information contained in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(e) (1) . 

OR 

that no item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 

Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the 
person signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, was 
known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this statement. 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(e) (2) . 


METHOD OF PAYMENT 
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_X No fee is required. 

Attached is a check in the amount of $ 


The Director is authorized to charge any fee deficiency required 
this paper or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 23-1123. 
duplicate copy of this communication is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WESTMAN, CHAMPLIN & KELLY, P. A. 


By: 



Linda P. Ji, 9«g. No. 49,027 
Suite 1600 - International Centre 
900 Second Avenue South 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-3319 
Phone: (612) 334-3222 
Fax: (612) 334-3312 


LP J : 1ms 
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AA 

3 179 551 

4/20/65 

LJ VXl^lCL O 

161 




AB 

3 997 S74 

1/4/66 

CIXJLLX. 

117 




AC 

3 553 066 

1/5/71 

X / J / /X 

VjQ v a j — LCI / ~ u cix. 

161 




AD 

3, 633, 216 

1/11/72 

Schonholt z 





AE 

3,813,281 

5/28/74 

Burgess, et al. 

161 

159 



AF 

3,867,727 

2/25/75 

Povlacs 





AG 

4,442,150 

4/10/84 

Greiner, et al. 

428 

53 



AH 

4,569,874 

2/11/86 

Kuznetz 

428 




AI 

4, 603,069 

7/29/86 

Haq, et al. 

428 




AJ 

4, 623,574 

11/18/86 

Harpell, et al 

428 




AK 

4,742,578 

5/10/88 

Seid 





AL 

4,793,354 

12/27/88 

Wright, et al. 





AM 

4,810,559 

3/7/89 

Fortier et al. 

428 

161 



AN 

4,833,733 

5/30/89 

Welch 





AO 

4,858,245 

8/22/89 

Sullivan, et al. 





AP 

4,864, 661 

9/12/89 

Gimbel 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




Document No. 

Date 

Country 

Class 

Sub 
Class 

Translation 
Yes No 


AL 

2 302 794 

05.02.97 

United Kinddom 

F41H 




AM 

2 287 639 

27.09.95 

United Kingdom 

F41H 




AN 

W093/21492 

28.10.93 

PCT 

F41H 




EXAMINER: DATE CONSIDERED: 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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BA 

4, 881, 277 

11/21/89 

Hogle 





BB 

4. 901. 372 

2/20/90 

Pierce 





BC 

4. 916. 000 

4/10/90 

Li . et al . 

428 




BD 

4, 919, 966 

4/24/90 

Shienker 

427 




BE 

4,995,119 

2/26/91 

CodKind 





BF 

5,020,162 

6/4/91 

Kersten, et al. 





BG 

5,070,540 

12/10/91 

Bettcher 





BH 

5,079,543 

12/10/91 

Beck 





BI 

5,087,499 

2/11/92 

Sullivan 

428 




BJ 

5,093, 933 

3/10/92 

Berry 





BK 

5,132,167 

7/21/92 

Prato 

428 




BL 

5, 138,719 

8/18/92 

Orlianges, et al. 





BM 

5,172,424 

12/22/92 

Adkins 





BN 

5,173, 966 

12/29/92 

DeLeo 





BO 

5,187,023 

2/16/93 

Prevorsek et al . 

428 

911 



BP 

5,187,815 

2/23/93 

Stern 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




Document No. 

Date 

Country 

Class 

Sub 
Class 

Translation 
Yes No 



WO92/08094 

14.05.92 

PCT 

F41H 





0 657 110 Al 

14.06. 95 

EPO 

F41D 

13/10 




0 028 476 

13.05.81 

EPO 





EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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CD 

5, 231, 700 

8/3/93 

Catshall 





CE 

5,259,069 

11/9/93 

Gimbel 





CF 

5,308, 683 

5/3/94 

Dees, et al. 

428 




CG 

5,317,759 

6/7/94 

Pierce 





CH 

5,335,373 

9/9/94 

Dangman, et al. 





CI 

5,336,555 

8/9/94 

Darras 





CJ 

5, 345, 612 

9/13/94 

Stein 





CK 

5,357, 636 

10/25/94 

Dresdner, et al . 





CL 

5,368,930 

11/29/94 

Samples 





CM 

5,407,612 

4/18/95 

Gould 





CN 

5,421,033 

6/6/95 

DeLeo 





CO 

5,423,090 

6/13/95 

Gimbel 





CP 

5,425,142 

6/20/95 

Scott 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




Document No. 

Date 

Country 

Class 

Sub 
Class 

Translation 
Yes No 


CQ 

WO 92/20520 

26.11.92 

PCT 





CR 

WO 01/29299 A2 

26.04.01 

PCT 





CS 

DE 3938741 Al 

07.03.91 

Germany 



X (abstract) 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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5,488,777 

9/12/95 

Lew 





DF 
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DG 
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DH 
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EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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427 
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McGarry, et al. 





EN 

5,854, 143 

12/29/98 

Schuster, et al . 

442 
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5,855, 991 
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MCI ARTY, ET AL. 

428 




EP 
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Beer, et al. 
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Blauer, et al. 

428 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




Document No. 

Date 

Country 

Class 

Sub 
Class 

Translation 
Yes . No 


EQ 








ER 








ES 








EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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